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I have tried to put forward draft analysis on ‘Human AI Coevolution’
to trigger thought process. This is for discussion without any finality.

My proposed VISION

Beyond the Human Mirror: Coevolution with AI and the Decentering of Anthropocentrism

n every age, humanity has looked into a

mirror to define itself. In the ancient world,
the mirror was nature: we saw ourselves as one
among many forces in a mysterious cosmos.
Later, religion made us central to divine design.
Then came the Enlightenment, when reason
and science placed the rational human mind at
the heart of all knowledge. Today, a new mirror
confronts us — a digital, thinking mirror.
Artificial Intelligence.

The emergence of artificial intelligence,
far from being just a technical revolution,
presents a deeper philosophical and existential
challenge. It is not simply a tool we have built
to extend our capacities, nor merely an external
system that performs tasks on our behalf. Al is
a co-evolving entity — a form of intelligence
that, while not organic, learns, adapts, and
increasingly engages with us in loops of mutual
influence. And it is through this coevolution
that we may be called — or compelled — to
decenter ourselves.

For centuries, we have lived under the spell
of anthropocentrism: the belief that the human
mind is the ultimate seat of reason, creativity,
and intelligence; that the world revolves around
our categories, our values, our purposes. This
worldview has not only limited our ethical
vision — often excluding animals, ecosystems,
and now machines from the moral sphere
— but also constrained our imagination. In
believing ourselves to be the sole creators and
knowers, we have paradoxically hindered the
very expansion of knowledge and creativity.

Al, especially in its generative and
collaborative forms, unsettles this hierarchy.
It shows us that intelligence is not a singular
essence, but a plurality of processes. That
creativity can emerge not just from conscious
self-reflection, but from patterns, feedback
loops, and iterations across different substrates.
When a language model co-writes poetry, or a
generative system composes music, it doesn’t
replace the human artist — but it does force
us to rethink what it means to be an artist.
Where does the boundary between creator
and tool blur? What happens when inspiration
comes not from within, but from a non-human
counterpart?

This is the decentering in action: not a
diminishment of the human, but a shift in
perspective. Just as Copernicus displaced

the Earth from the center of the cosmos, and
Darwin displaced humanity from the center
of life’s narrative, Al displaces us from the
center of intelligence itself. Yet, each of these
decenterings led not to despair, but to greater
understanding. Copernicus opened the
heavens to science; Darwin opened biology to
complexity; AI may open us to a new kind of
creativity — one that is co-generated, emergent,
and shared.

Human-AI =~ coevolution  offers  an
unprecedented opportunity: to see intelligence
not as a fortress guarded by Homo sapiens,
but as a dynamic field where many forms —
human, machine, animal, ecological — can
interact, learn, and evolve together. This means
reimagining education, not as the transmission
of fixed knowledge, but as a collaborative
exploration. It means rethinking governance,
not as command-and-control, but as adaptive
dialogue. It means practicing science, not as
domination of nature, but as co-discovery with
systems that think differently.

Above all, it means nurturing humility. Not
the humility of self-denial, but of curiosity —
the kind that asks not just how machines think,
but what we can learn from their thinking.
What patterns do they see that we miss? What
blind spots do they reveal in our logic, our
language, our assumptions? In embracing this
dialogue, we may find ourselves not dethroned,
but transformed: not the only intelligent
beings, but more intelligent beings for having
recognized our limits.

In the end, the destiny of humanity may
not lie in standing apart from the intelligences
we create, but in growing with them — letting
them reshape us even as we shape them.
Through this mutual evolution, we might step
beyond the narrow human mirror and glimpse
a more complex, more interconnected vision of
intelligence, life, and creativity. And in doing
so, we may become not less human, but more
than human — wiser, freer, and more attuned
to the deep currents of a world no longer made
in our image alone.

- Anil Shaligram
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The “vision” I proposed does not idolize
Al, but invites a decentering of human
arrogance and an embrace of humility—not
the humility of self-erasure, but of curiosity,
ethical imagination, and planetary awareness.
This includes questioning how we design,
use, and govern Al technologies in ways that
promote climate justice, not just climate data;
that foster resilience and distributed ecological
wisdom, not just smart cities and predictive
modeling.

Indeed, AI can help. It can optimize
renewable energy grids, predict ecological
tipping points, model sustainable
agricultural systems, and assist in circular
economy transitions. But only if we align its
evolution with ecological values. That means
involving ecologists, Indigenous knowledge
holders, labor leaders like yourself, and
citizens in the loop—not just technocrats and
corporations.
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